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Madaura might have been of service in meeting this new force. Unfortunately, he was withdrawn only to spend a year in absolute idleness. His father was making an effort to procure funds for the purpose of sending him to Carthage. In the meantime he had no tutor or judicious guide. c The brambles of lust grew about me, and there was no hand to pluck them forth.' His mother ? Here it is that one discerns a change, independently of the sexual development. His father noticed his maturity in the baths, and 'laughingly' announced their patriarchal prospects to Monica. She at once, and not very tactfully, approached Augustine. He waved her advice aside contemptuously as ' womanly talk.'
I reserve for a few pages such consideration of this new birth as may be necessary. In the meantime it is well to note that the only source of our knowledge of Augustine's earlier life, with one slight exception, is his autobiography. Now, the Confessions may be fine literature, but they contain an utterly false psychology and ethic. About the year 400, when they were written, Augustine There is an interior source of this, which will be examined presently ; the long and loud iteration, on every note of the captivating eloquencends of the
